
MINUIES

of the

COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl

December 15, 2017

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl, STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER. KALANA O MAUl BUILDING,
WAILUKU, HAWAII, ON FRIDAY. DECEMBER 15, 2017, BEGINNING AT 9:02 A.M., WITH
CHAIR MICHAEL B. WHITE PRESIDING.

CHAIR WHITE: This meeting of the Maui County Council shall please come to order.

Mr. Clerk, please call the roll.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS ALIKA ATAY, S.STACY CRIVELLO,
DONALD S. GUZMAN, G. RIKI HOKAMA, KELLY T. KING,
YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR ROBERT CARROLL,
AND CHAIR MICHAEL B. WHITE.

EXCUSED: COUNCILMEMBER ELEANORA COCHRAN.

(Councilmember Cochran was not present when the roll was called; however, she arrived at
9:19 a.m.)

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK JOSIAH K. NISHITA: Mr. Chair, there are eight Members
present, and one Member excused. A quorum is present to conduct the business of
the Council.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Clerk.

And for opening remarks this morning, we have Mr. Carroll.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Vice-Chair Robert Carroll.
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CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Carroll.

And just on a side note, I want to thank Arthur Suyama for making this chamber look
as cheery and as wonderful as it does. And, I also want to thank him and our Clerk,
retiring Clerk Danny Mateo, for the wonderful work they did on the display cases
outside. So, for those of you who didn't have time to take a look at it on the way in,
please take the time to look at the display cases on the way out, because they've done
an incredible job of sharing some of Maui's history in those cases.

So, thank you very much for your remarks, Mr. Carroll.

Will you all please rise and join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, and others in attendance, rose and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you very much. And just as a reminder, please turn your phones to
vibrate or silent mode. And with that, we will proceed with the agenda.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Mr. Chair, proceeding with ceremonial resolutions.

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION

NO. 17-172

EXTENDING CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY

OF THE LATE DAVID "BUDDY" NOBRIGA

CHAIR WHITE: Mr. Carroll.
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VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you, Chair.

ON YOUR BEHALF, I MOVE TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION
ENTITLED "EXTENDING CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY OF

THE LATE DAVID 'BUDDY' NOBRIGA".

COUNCILMEMBER CRIVELLO:

SECOND.

CHAIR WHITE: We have a motion from Mr. Carroll, and a second from Ms. Crivello.

Mr. Carroll.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Chair. May I request that the Clerk read the resolution
in its entirety?

CHAIR WHITE: Certainly.

Mr. Clerk.

(The resolution was read in its entirety.)

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Clerk.

Mr. Carroll.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Chair. David "Buddy" Nobriga will be remembered as
an icon of Maui County's history. He leaves a legacy as a powerful and successful
businessman, a well-respected community leader, and advocate.

His deep compassion and dedication to the community ... decorated with a multitude
of awards and recognitions. Maui County has greatly benefited from Buddy's generous
generosity and his commitment to serving the people of this County. He has sacrificed
countless hours serving on various boards and organizations to improve, promote the
betterment of our County.

It has been an honor and a privilege to work with Buddy on important issues that have
impacted our community. I would like to thank his family for sharing his time with us.
And, we truly appreciate his active involvement in the community. Mahalo, Chair.
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CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Carroll.

Any further discussion, Members?

Mr. Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Chairman, thank you. I speak of support of the resolution
this morning. For many of us who have had the pleasure of personally knowing
Mr. Nobriga, he was like the resolution stated every day of his life.

He occasionally shared his steadfastness and his principles, especially on water issues
as it came to Maui County; whether it be with State Representatives, other businesses,
or the County itself. Mr. Nobriga lived on principles, strong principles, moral standards
that is highly valued. And, you can see it in his own family. And, so I want to thank
Mr. Nobriga's contributions not only within the family core, but he's served in every
sector; the community sector, business sector, government sector, and especially
non-profit sector. We will miss him greatly.

And, he came from an era that, fortunately for this County, we had a lot of great people;
whether it be the Patsy Mink's, the Elmer's, the Hannibal's, the Najo Yoshinaga, Yama.
We had tremendous amount of great leaderships from that era, and we are going to
miss, miss Buddy as well as all of those others that gave to make this County No Ka Oi.
Thank you. Chairman.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you. Mr. Hokama.

Any further discussion?

Ms. Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you. Chair. I also would like to extend my strong
support for this resolution. I, all of us will miss him. I have a personal meeting that I
had with him when I decided to run for this seat. He was gracious enough to give me
some time. I sat with him and he, he's like a walking historian about our water system.
He was telling me about all the different wells and the decisions made, and how, I said,
oh my god, I don't even know where these places are, you know.

But, he certainly lived his passion. And as you could tell by the resolution, the kinds of
committees that he sat on for many, many years were of significance. And, his
contributions, he lived by it. I also want to add to what Member Hokama said in that
yes, he is part of the greats; as well as his dad. Riki didn't mention Goro Hokama was
also part of that.
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But, the quality of, we're so lucky because now we have the next generation, which is
Mike and Cathy, and the family which carries on their, their family business. But, they
also live in the community the same way. So, as the saying goes, you know, apple
doesn't fall too far from the tree. And, I think that the Nobriga family, you know, stands
tall alongside with everything their dad and mom taught them. And, they now carry
forward to live the legacy that their father led. So, thank you. Chair.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Ms. Sugimura.

Ms. Crivello.

COUNCILMEMBER CRIVELLO: I would just like to add my, my few cents into this to
graciously say mahalo for this legend, you know. I mean, I come from a little island,
but when you hear the name Nobriga, you know it's Buddy Nobriga and, because his
fingerprints and footprints are all over Maui County and throughout the State.

And, I also can appreciate that his DNA will cover the landscape of Maui County with
his family. So, I'd like to take this time to mahalo his ohana for sharing this, this giant
of a legend. Mahalo. Thank you.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Ms. Crivello.

Mr. Atay.

COUNCILMEMBER ATAY: Thank you. Chair. I too would want to fully support this resolution
recognizing David "Buddy" Nobriga. You know, in leadership, it goes into the service
to our community. And I want to say mahalo to Mr. Nobriga's involvement in our
community, most especially in the arena of agriculture and all the contributions he put
in that arena, as well as his involvement with protecting and developing our water
resources in our County; sitting on the various boards and committees of water.

So, as a leader, like we all heard earlier, you know, he is one of the greatest of Maui.
And, at this time, I do want to extend my condolences to the Nobriga family for lending
him, his service. And, I know the hours and hours of time that he gave to our
community. All we can say is mahalo.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Atay.

Members, any further discussion?

Mr. Guzman.
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COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you, Chair. I'd also like to extend my condolences to
the family. When you think of Buddy Nobriga, you think of, like my colleague said,
leadership and legacy. And, I think everyone who's been of the younger generation
should have had that opportunity to have met those great ones. And, for me it was, it
was, I had those opportunities. I had those conversations with Patsy Mink, Martin
Luna, Richard Caldito, Elmer Cravalho.

And I specifically remember about 12 to 11 years ago taking a tour when I was working
with Congresswoman Mazie Hirono back then, taking a tour of the Maui Soda & Ice
Works. And, there was Buddy was there right, early, early bright in the morning to
show us around the facility. And then cordially stayed around and had breakfast with
us, and had coffee, and he shared his history.

And, like my other colleagues, he had a wealth of history, wealth of knowledge about
our water system. And, one of these type of leaders that we, that we lose because of
its passing, we lose a sense of identity. And, I'm so happy that, that there, his family
has carried on that legacy with such pride and honor. And they've continued to work
in the community, and, and continue to flourish that legacy on.

So, I thank Buddy for, for all his work in the past and, and really instilling into his family
the community work that each and every one of them in their family has continued to
do. So, mahalo and God bless the family as well.

(Councilmember Cochran arrived at the meeting at 9:19 a.m.)

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Guzman.

Well, the Chair would just like to add that Buddy was larger than life. And he was one
of those who set an incredible example through his community work, through his work
ethic at the company. And, everyone that he touched will remember the kind of man
that they were in contact with. And, I think, you know, we will all miss him, but I think
all of us can rest assured that of all the folks on Maui that this is a man who led a life
well lived.

And, and if anyone of us had, had made the accomplishments of Buddy Nobriga, I
think we could pass to the next world feeling very comfortable that we did all we could.
And, we made a difference, we made an impact, we helped people in the community,
we helped vast numbers of people in agriculture. And did so in a way that was kind,
and gentle, and straightfon/vard.
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He was a man that I think all of us look up to and see as an example that will live on,
especially with the family, but it will live on with all of us. And again, I'd like to also
thank you for sharing him with us and I look fon/vard to the legacy that each of you
creates, because I know you're not going to be far behind him. So, mahalo and God
bless the family.

Any further discussion? Seeing none, oh, Ms. Cochran.

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Oh, no. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR WHITE: Okay. Ms., Ms. King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: No, I'm just ready for the vote. I think it's all been said.

CHAIR WHITE: All those in favor please signify by saying "aye".

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS ATAY, COCHRAN,
CRIVELLO, GUZMAN, HOKAMA, KING,
SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR CARROLL, AND
CHAIR WHITE.

CHAIR WHITE: Those opposed say "no".

NOES: NONE.

CHAIR WHITE: Measure passes with nine "ayes".

Mr. Carroll.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Chair. With your permission, I'd like to bring down the
family of the late David "Buddy" Nobriga to be recognized, and to present Cathy
Nobriga Kim with a copy of the resolution and leis.

CHAIR WHITE: Certainly. Will the family please join us?

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Again, I'd like to thank everybody that came today, and show the
appreciation that we have for David "Buddy" Nobriga. And, I'd now like to present a
copy of the resolution. And, thank you so much for what you've given. And, could you
say a few words?
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MS. CATHERINE NOBRIGA KIM: I'd like to thank the Council for this resolution on behalf of

the family. Although he's been gone a couple of weeks, it's still a bit hard. We certainly
appreciate all the kind words you have said.

You know, dad was all about people and about Maui. And, what the lessons he has
taught us and has taught the community I hope will continue into the future, and we'll
make this island a better place.

MR. MICHAEL NOBRIGA: We come from very good genes, so we cannot, both of us can't
fit behind one podium at the same time.

It was very kind of all of you to think that we shared him with you and the community.
We actually had very little choice in the matter. You know, dad was the type of person
when he saw that something needed to be accomplished, he took it and ran with it,
and brought all 5 of us, and 12 of us, and 20 of us along with him. So, we were there
for part of his successes. But, if it wasn't for him leading the way, Maui would be a
very different place.

And, I'm very comfortable that all of you will carry on his tradition, cause everybody on
Maui is part of the Nobriga ohana. Thank you, Mr. White. Thank you,
Councilmembers. Mahalo.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you so much.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you all for joining us here this morning; very special for us.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: For the record RESOLUTION 17-172.

RESOLUTION

NO. 17-173

CONGRATULATING THE

FRESH POK'E 65'S SENIOR SOFTBALL TEAM

FOR WINNING THE 2017 MEN'S 65 AA

DIVISION LAS VEGAS SENIOR SOFTBALL

ASSOCIATION/SENIOR SOFTBALL USA

WORLD MASTERS CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE
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CHAIR WHITE: Mr. Guzman.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you, Chair.

MOVE TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION ENTITLED

"CONGRATULATING THE FRESH POK'E 65'S SENIOR

SOFTBALL TEAM FOR WINNING THE 2017 MEN'S 65 AA

DIVISION LAS VEGAS SENIOR SOFTBALL

ASSOCIATION/SENIOR SOFTBALL USA WORLD MASTERS

CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE".

COUNCILMEMBER CRIVELLO:

SECOND.

CHAIR WHITE: Who was the second?

COUNCILMEMBER CRIVELLO:

SECOND.

CHAIR WHITE: Okay. We have a motion from Mr. Guzman, and a second from Ms. Crivello.

Mr. Guzman.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you. Chair. May I request the Clerk to read the
resolution in its entirety?

CHAIR WHITE: Certainly.

Mr. Clerk.

(The resolution was read in its entirety.)

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Clerk.

Mr. Guzman.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you. Chair. It is with great pleasure to, and honor to
congratulate the Fresh Pok'e team. You know. Chair, we always, since I've been in
office, we, we've seen many, many great talented teams come before us, and most of
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them have been youth. And I always wondered where does all this talent come from?
And finally, today, I'm, we're able to recognize where this talent comes from. And, we
only have to look to our seniors, who basically set the foundation of hard work,
perseverance, and in order to give the community success in working together. And
so, it is with great pride to honor them today in their accomplishments.

I know that a lot of their work has to do with practice. And so, through our parks system
in our, our fields that we have, they've been able to utilize those to practice, as well as
to play their league games to prepare them for this world masters championship
tournament. And by doing so, they came back and won the title. I also have to
congratulate their Coach Stephen Cramer.

And, we have to look back at, as human beings, we value the experiences that comes
with age. And we are reminded over and over again that statements like older and
wiser, and respect your elders; promoting age is something to be cherished and
respected. We respect our seniors and their wisdom that comes from experience.
And, we should not stop learning from the wise counsel that they give us. It's always
a blessing to learn wisdom from those who come before us. And having our seniors
win this championship, paves a brighter path for future success amongst our youth of
Maui County.

So, again I'd like to congratulate them in showing us a great path of success for our
youth to continue. Thank you. Chair.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Guzman.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Oh, one more thing. I'd like to also say thank you very much
for the team moms. And, I know they're a little bit older to have team moms, but I think
the team moms helped coordinate their travel arrangements and so on so forth, the
detailed stuff. So, thank you. Chair.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Guzman.

Any further discussion. Members?

Ms. Crivello.

COUNCILMEMBER CRIVELLO: Well, I want to thank them for continuing to put us in the
map in Las Vegas. Hawaii is imprinted there. But, you know, I was thinking seniors,
maybe makule, but not yet, yea? And, and you know, you know what this also brings
to us as we recognize their participation, it's they're healthy. They got to be healthy to
go up Las Vegas and win. I'm pretty sure they just, you know, so disciplined, they
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turned into their rooms early, rested up for their next, next game. So, more so, more
power to them for taking that, that win, and putting us on the map. So, congratulations
guys.

CHAIR WHITE: Yes, I'm sure there was a curfew.

COUNCILMEMBER CRIVELLO: Yea.

CHAIR WHITE: Ms. Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: I also want to extend my support to this resolution. You
know, when you listen to the names of the players, these are all prominent people in
our community. And, you think how in the world do they do their regular jobs and then
be able to accomplish this level, you know. So, I want to thank them for, with the same
gusto and zest that they live their everyday lives, they're able to perform, you know. In
another venue. And, just want to congratulate them. Thank you. Chair.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you.

Further discussion. Members?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair.

CHAIR WHITE: Ms. King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you. I'd like to add my congratulations to the team. I don't
know if Alec McBarnet is here, but I don't know where he finds the time to do this
because I see him quite often over at the site of Maui Oil. And, I remember he shared
with me one time that he everyday walks over to the post, the Kahului Post Office. And
I, kind of shamed me because he's a little bit older than me. But, you know, I, I used
to exercise a lot, I haven't done it in the past few years. But, he's such an inspiration.

And this whole team winning this level, I think is an inspiration to, to not just ourselves
but to our younger generation to continue this level of, of sports and exercise, and just
good living, I think, just being involved in a sport. Because it involves, involves knowing
how to work as a team. That's what, to me, is really impressive about when these
teams win these types of competitions. And, I think it really adds a lot and speaks well
of our folks on Maui. So, congratulations and thank you for representing Maui.
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CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Ms. King.

Any further discussion?

Mr. Atay.

COUNCILMEMBER ATAY: Thank you. Chair. I too would fully support this resolution in
recognizing our world champions, you know, from Maui. And as I look at this and this
tournament, you know, it talks about 612 teams from 39 states, 3 Canadian Provinces,
and 7 teams from Guam. And now with Maui standing at the top, I'm thinking about
the economic opportunities of Maui creating and hosting a senior softball tournament
here and inviting the rest of the world. But, anyways, congratulations to the team.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you.

Any further discussion. Members?

Well, I'll just say some of my happiest days were playing softball in Lahaina with, with
an employee league. And, it's a great game, and I wish I was still doing it, cause I look
at you guys and think gosh I, maybe I could still do it, you know, when running the
bases might be a little bit more of a challenge today. But anyway, it does take a lot of
practice and I take my hat off to all of you for your dedication and what a great win.

And, I'm sure that you'll work very hard to bring the tournament, tournament to Maui
instead of Vegas. But, I guess we'd have to build a whole lot more fields in order to
host something like that. But again, congratulations and thank you for holding Maui's
banner so high. Aloha.

Any further discussion? Seeing none, all those in favor please signify by saying "aye".

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS ATAY, COCHRAN,
CRIVELLO, GUZMAN, HOKAMA, KING,
SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR CARROLL, AND
CHAIR WHITE.

CHAIR WHITE: Those opposed say "no".

NOES: NONE.

CHAIR WHITE: Measure passes with nine "ayes".

Back to Mr. Guzman.
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COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you, Chair. I'd like to request that the team come to
the floor to receive their accolades. I, we have something very special for them as
well; the USA World Masters Championship rings came in. And, I know that the team
was not aware of this. So, I'd like to also, as they come down, request the Clerk to call
them by individual names so that their individually sized ring can be given to them. So,
congratulation again. We are mostly going to be asking their Coach Stephen Cramer
to present the rings. So, why don't we go ahead-

CHAIR WHITE: And, very nice.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: ... to receive them.

COACH STEPHEN CRAMER: I got mine already.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Can we get a camera shot on that? Okay. Thank you. Chair.

CHAIR WHITE: So, Mr. Clerk, do you have the list?

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Can, can we also, ask the Councilmembers form our line to
acknowledge their successes?

CHAIR WHITE: Why, why don't we have the Clerk call out the names, get the rings, and then
we'll, we'll join them?

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Okay. Okay.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Elward K. Alexander.

CHAIR WHITE: Actually, actually, Mr. Clerk, I think Mr. Guzman's solution is probably better.
So, why don't we join them and we can work through the line.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Nestor Bio, Anthony Corniel, Mark Daniels, Daniel Fields,
Terrance J. Gomes, Dennis Holland, Jeremiah Kaholoaa, Hiram Kaukani, Gerald
Lau Hee, Alec McBarnet, Lawrence Pacheco, Frederick B. Petersen, Terrence Pike,
Guy R. Yamashiro, and Lloyd M. Yonemura.

CHAIR WHITE: Mr. Guzman.

COUNCILMEMBER GUZMAN: Thank you. Chair. I'd like to request that their coach say a
few words. I specifically want to know how they came up with their team name Fresh
Pok'e. So, that, that would be an interesting story, and how they explained that when
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they were playing in the tournaments on the, on the mainland. So, I would like to
introduce their Coach Stephen Cramer to say a few words.

COACH CRAMER: Thank you. Chair. Thank you, Mr. Guzman. Well, first of all. Fresh Pok'e,
in the mainland they didn't understand what fresh pok'e was, so they use to call us
Fresh Poke. So, I had to put the okina in there, which you not supposed to put an
okina next, but we had to put it in there. So, now they understand it's pok-e. Cause in
the mainland they didn't understand.

This program started 15 years ago by Mr. Larry Pacheco, that started the Fresh Pok'e
program. This is the first year that Maui has ever won senior softball world series. In
the 15 years that they travelled for the world tournament, this is the first year we've
ever won it.

And, going back to the resolution for the Nobriga family, the apple no fall far from the
tree. I also worked for Mr. Buddy Nobriga when I came home from college, that was
my first job that I had working for Mr. Nobriga. I'm an original maker of Roselani Ice
Cream, okay. So, I also worked for the Nobriga family, and then got into the County.
And, I stayed for the County for the last 25 plus years.

Mr. White, you're more than welcome to join us, because like, let me share with you,
all you have to do is get a base hit and you can have a courtesy runner that runs the
next three bases for you.

Going back to senior softball, I am the island coordinator for Maui senior softball here
on Maui. Next January 7, will be my 25th year in running senior softball for the County
of Maui and the State of Hawaii. It's because of you that give the money to appropriate
parks, fees for pay umpires, fees for get, to buy the balls, fees to operate a program
like this, okay. We separate from the Mayor now, let's get that separated now. The
Mayor's thing is the Mayor's thing, our thing is our thing. So, don't include us with that
one.

But, anyway, but when Mr. Guzman reached out and said he wanted to recognize the
seniors because he found out that the Maui seniors have won the senior world
championship, and we talked, and we talked, and I said you got to do something for us
because it took them 15 years to win one of these, yea.

The oldest member on the team is 75 years old, okay. And, that's Mr. Terry Gomes of
Gomes Trucking. He always doesn't want to get in the game, and I always say Uncle
Terry you got to bat one time at least, you got to get in there one time. To have, to
have you know that in all the years that we went from the 60's and now the 65's, he's
batting a 1,000. He's never gotten an out yet. I think he's something like 9 for 9, with
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4 RBI's in the four or five years that he's been up there. But for us this past tournament,
he was 3 for 3 with one RBI. Yea, so he's still the batting champ.

I want to thank Debbie Bio for, for making sure the score is correct, corrected, and
when I do things wrong in making substitute that she corrects it. I want to thank my
wife, Francine Kamimoto for always being there on my side, for make sure I do things
the right way and not doing this.

And, we did have a curfew at 10:00, whether we were in bed at 10:00 was a different
story, okay.

But, I want to thank you very much for this honor. Thank you very much, and have a
very Merry Christmas. May God bless you and bless the entire County of Maui. Thank
you.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you and congratulations again. And, don't forget your trophy here on
the desk.

COACH CRAMER: The champs are home.

CHAIR WHITE: Thank you very much for coming in today.

Okay, Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: For the record. RESOLUTION 17-173.

Mr. Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items. We've
established limited interactive communication that enables individuals from Hana,

Lanai, and Molokai, to provide testimony from our District Offices.

Individuals who wish to offer testimony from Hana, Lanai, and Molokai should now sign
up with District Office staff. Individuals who wish to offer testimony in the chamber,
please sign up at the desk located in the eighth-floor lobby just outside the chamber
door. Testimony at all locations is limited to the items listed on today's agenda.

When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent.

Mr. Chair, currently we have 15 individuals signed up in the Council chamber. The first
person signed up in the chamber is Sam Small, testifying on County
Communications 17-486, 487, 489, and 491. He will be followed by Eric Poulsen.
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PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. SAM SMALL (testifying on County Communication Nos. 17-486. 17-487. 17-489. and
17-491):

Good morning one and all. Thank you again for the opportunity to testify and
participate in the democratic process. It's an honor to be here. My name is Sam Small.
I represent myself and my organization called Maui Causes. Visit us on the web at
mauicauses.org.

I am, this is 17-486. I'm consistently amazed how everything is connected. Who would
guess that dead eucalyptus trees would connect to Charter revision. I live Piiholo now
for 16 years. I've had many conversations about these dying trees with our County
Arborist David Sakoda, who knows more about this than anybody. I warned this
Council about these trees well over a year ago. Nothing happened. David Sakoda
had been warning his boss ever since Ka'ala Buenconsejo was appointed to the job
by Mayor Arakawa as a political reward for running and losing a dirty political campaign
against Councilmember Cochran. The Mayor's politically appointed director did
nothing.

Last July, David Sakoda quit. His nearly two decades of experience here is a huge
loss for the County. Last week, I teased Mr. Dakota, Sakoda about coming back now
that there's a $1 million amount in play as an emergency budget. He responded and
he gave me permission to quote him. And, I quote "It was a significant decision I had
to make in leaving the position as Maui County Arborist. Poor leadership in appointed
positions make it hard for good workers in the civil service field who are underpaid for
the jobs they do already. The Department of Parks and Recreation Director is a
political want-to-be appointee, poor manager, arrogant, egotistical idiot. And hell no, I
would never go back to that position. Telling him for five years about the situation
being the number one safety tree issue, and they did nothing until someone almost
dies. And now, as I predicted, are in crisis mode, because they had no foresight and
wasted all that time. It will cost more now, and it's much more hazardous. I feel no
happiness nor do I think I won this issue. I love Maui. It's a loss for everyone, and it
stems from the incompetence of the Director Ka'ala Buenconsejo. I think the only time
I would deal with him again is if he goes to trial for his negligence for his duty to serve
the public".

This Council approved the Mayor's political appointment, even though it was clear that
he had no qualifications for the job. In 2016, the voters approved Charter revisions
that the Mayor, about the hiring of directors and that we should have legal counsel
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independent of Corporation Counsel. Both of these amendments were toothless and
have done nothing to fix the problems we still have.

We've received, Mr. White and Ms. Sugimura, you've received Charter revision
proposals, and I encourage you to bring those proposals to Committee so that we can
change the way that our County is run. We're broken, it needs to be fixed.

CHAIR WHITE: Mr. Small, can you move to your next item please?

MR. SMALL: This is 17-487 and 17-489, they're kind of conflated, so time me and then we'll
just roll over to the next one if that's okay with you. I spoke two weeks ago about how
money owed to the County from three lot or less subdivision deferral agreements by
law is supposed to be accounted for in the County's annual budget for Public Works,
but never is.

To recap, deferral agreements were originally intended to allow parents to divide and
give parcels to their kids without having to install curbs and sidewalks, and move
utilities. The deal was that at some future time when the County initiates a roadway
improvement along that frontage, that the landowner will get a bill for their share of the
cost. No specific dollar amounts were ever mentioned. It was a sloppy system, badly
managed.

For decades. Corporation Counsel wrote thousands of these agreements and literally
stuffed them in boxes, and no one ever kept track. Even though capital improvement
projects have been performed that should have triggered the collection, the County
has never collected on any of them. The loss to us taxed payers could be in the
hundreds of millions of dollars.

They was supposed to be a one-time thing; no parcel so divided shall be divided again.
But, those in the know knew that no one was looking. They applied for, and politically
appointed the directors allowed multiple overlapping subdivision deferrals. That's a
TMK number where there's a dash one, then a dash a, then a dash one. There is no
legal basis for those dashes.

So, in all likelihood, there's no way to ever legally collect on those deferral agreements.
Those, those dashes have also allowed the three lots to be turned into eight or nine or
more, if there's condominiums involved. That's a huge difference in density. And, even
after all this was made public. Corporation Counsel continued to write new subdivision
deferral agreements knowing full well that they were not worth the paper they were
written on.


